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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions* and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An embolus extractor, comprising: 
an elongate shaft having a proximal end and a distal end; 

first and second struts, each strut having a proximal end coupled to the distal end 
of the shaft and a distal end coupled to the distal end of the shaft, the struts having a first 
position and a second position; 

wherein in the first position, the distal ends and the proximal ends of the stmts are 
spaced at a first distance, and in the second position the distal ends and the proximal ends 
of the struts are spaced at a second distance, the second distance being less than the first 
distance, and wherein in the second position the proximal ends of the struts form an open, 
generally circular mouth that is eccentric with respect to the shaft; and 

wherein the stuts can rotate about the elongate shaft. 

2. (Original) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, further 
comprising a sleeve slidably coupling the distal ends of the struts to the shaft. 

3. (Original) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, further 
comprising a sleeve slidably coupling the proximal ends of the struts to the shaft. 
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4. (Original) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, wherein in 
the first position, the struts are disposed generally parallel to and adjacent the shaft, 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Previously Presented) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the struts extend generally distally from the mouth to define a generally distally 
tapering body. 

7. (Previously Presented) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the proximal portion of the struts forming the mouth extend from the shaft at an 
angle of between 45° to 90° relative to the length of the shaft. 

8. (Previously Presented) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 7, 
wherein the proximal portions of the struts forming the mouth extend from the shaft at an 
angle of between 60° to 90° relative to the length of the shaft. 

9. (Previously Presented) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 8, 
wherein the proximal portions of the struts forming the mouth extend from the shaft at an 
angle of between 80° to 90° relative to the length of the shaft. 

10. (Original) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, wherein the 
struts include a shape memory metal. 


Page 3 of 12 

PAGE 4/13 * RCVD AT 10/14/2005 5:20:41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 ' DNiS:27383W) 1 CSID:6123599349 * DURATION (mnvss):W-12 


OCT-14-2005 16:19 


CROMPTON SEfiGER TUFTE 


6123599349 P 


11. (Original) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 10, wherein the 
shape memory metal includes a NiTi alloy. 

12. (Original) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, further 
comprising a third strut coupled to the shaft, the third strut having a transverse cross 
sectional area; wherein the first and second struts each have a transverse cross sectional 
area greater than the transverse cross sectional area of the thinl strut. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein the first and second struts can move independently of each other. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Original) The embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, wherein the 
struts can translate at least in part along the elongate shaft. 

17. (Previously Presented) The embolus extractor in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein at least one strut includes a radiopaque material. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) An embolus extractor, comprising: 
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aii elongate shaft having a proximal end and a distal end; 

a first strut having a proximal end and a distal end, the proximal end and the distal 
end of the strut being coupled to the shaft, the strut having a first position and a second 
position; 

wherein in the first position, the distal end and the proximal end of the first stmt 
are spaced at a first distance, and in the second position, the distal end and the proximal 
end of the first strut are spaced at a second distance being less than the first distance, and 
wherein in the second position, a proximal length of the first strut defines an open, 
generally circular mouth that is eccentric with respect to the shaft; and 

a second strut coupled to the shaft, the second strut having a transverse cross 
sectional area; 

wherein the first strut has a transverse cross sectional area greater than the cross 
sectional area of the second strut 

19-29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Currently Amended) An embolus extractor, comprising: 

an elongate shaft having a proximal end and a distal end; 

first and second struts, each strut having a proximal end and a distal end coupled 
to the distal end of the shaft, the struts having a first position and a second position; and 

a sleeve slidablv coupling the proximal ends of the struts to the shaft such that the 
struts can translate at least in part along the elongate shaft: 
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wherein in the first position, the distal ends and the proximal ends of the struts are 
spaced at a first distance, and in the second position the distal ends and the proximal ends 
of the struts are spaced at a second distance, the second distance being less than the first 
distance, and wherein in the second position the proximal ends of the struts form an open, 
generally circular mouth that is eccentric with respect to the shaftf-aa^ 

wfaefefet the strut s can translate at l e ast in part along th e e longat e s haft . 

3L (Previously Presented) The embolus extractor of claim 30, further 
comprising a sleeve slidably coupling the distal ends of the struts to the shaft. 

32, (Currently Amended) The An embolus extracto r, comprising: of olaim 30, 
an elongate shaft having a proximal end and a distal end; 

first and second struts, each strut having a proximal end and a distal end coupled 
to the distal end of the shaft the struts having a first position and a second position: and 

further compris i ng a sleeve slidably coupling the proximal distal ends of the struts 
to the shaft such that the struts can translate at least in part alone the elongate shaft: 

wherein in the first position, the distal ends and the proximal ends of the struts are 
spaced at a first distance^ and in the second position the distal ends and the proximal ends 
of the struts are spaced at a second distance, the second distance being less than the first 
distance, and wherein in the second position the_proximal ends of the_sfruts_form an open, 
generally circular mouth that is eccentric with respect to the shaft . 
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33. (New) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 18, wherein in the 
first position, the first strut is disposed generally parallel to the shaft. 

34. (New) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 18, wherein the 
first strut extends generally distally from the mouth to define a generally distally tapering 
body. 

35. (New) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 18, wherein the 
proximal portion of the first strut forming the mouth extends from the shaft at an angle of 
between 45° and 90° relative to the length of the shaft. 

36. (New) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 35, wherein the 
proximal portion of the first strut forming the mouth, extends from the shaft at an angle 
of between 60° and 90° relative to the length of the shaft. 

37. (New) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 36, wherein the 
proximal portion of the first strut forming the mouth extends from the shaft at an angle of 
between 80° and 90° relative to the length of the shaft. 

38. (New) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 18, wherein the 
first strut includes a shape memory metal. 
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39. (New) An embolus extractor in accordance with claim 38, wherein the 
shape memory metal includes a NiTi alloy. 
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